GIBRALTAR
of my predecessor against the Larios family. ' Our first guests
at Government House were the Marquis and Marquesa de
Marzales, whom we invited to lunch.   After lunch I raised
the question of the Hunt; I asked the Marquis if he would
accept the position of Vice-Patron; this had been proposed
by my predecessor.   He refused, and said he would accept
nothing but M.F.H.   The Hunt continued that season under
Colonel Barne as M.F.H., but had little sport, and the area in
which hunting was allowed was very restricted and almost
absurd; the farmers and Lord Bute, who were friends of the
old Marquis, quite naturally denied their country.   I refused,
however, to interfere in any way with the committee.   When
I went home on leave in June, 1934, I was tackled by Lord
Granard and Lord Bute, and urged to overrule the com-
mittee; they threatened that the King would order me to do
so, but I would not be bullied.    On my return to Gibraltar,
however, I explained the situation to the committee; they
could either get the old country restored, or they could go on
hunting in a restricted area of rocks about the size of a croquet
lawn; I personally would offer no opinion.   I think the
proposal to make my wife Joint Master with the old Marquis
emanated from Mrs. Peatt, wife of the officer who hunted
the hounds; anyhow, it was accepted and, from that day, the
Royal Calpe Hunt has not looked back.   The opening meet
was held the following year at Guadecorte Farm, and before
moving off, I made a speech restoring the former relations, and
all was well.
It was at that very pkce that I last saw the old Marquis at
a meet about ten days before he died in 1938. He died
happily, and his last few years were a joy to him; he used to
go about on his white pony, and his advice was sought and
followed. I shall always be proud to have brought that very
unfortunate affair to an aid, and to have seen the old Marquis
restored to happiness so that he died as he would have wished;
to have seen the Don Pablos Fund established (when I left
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